
Di�erent Stories Tell the WHOLE Story
Understanding dual perspectives & discrepant data in universal 
screening for social-emotional behavior skills

Support Dual Perspectives
in Universal Screening

Understand Why Rater 
Discrepancies Occur 

Choose an SEB screener that: 

 Includes teacher and student self reports

 Focuses on problem behaviors and lack of 
pro-social and resiliency skills (Dual Factor Model 
of Mental Health)

 Assesses risk across multiple domains: social, 
academic, and emotional

Reconcile Rater Discrepancies

The Trait Score Approach

Select multiple informants whose 
responses are expected to vary due 
to di�erences in context, such as a 
math teacher and a P.E. teacher. 
This shifts data aggregation from 
item response to rater scores and 
synthesizes information around 
context, perspective, and trait.

Then ask yourself: What is your purpose for screening and what are 
your goals for using data to support students?

Address Rater Discrepancies

Consider which rater will provide the best data to inform 
the guiding question/purpose of screening.

Understand the type of behavior to be identified. E.g., teachers 
often struggle identifying student internalizing concerns.

Consider access to a particular behavior. E.g., research shows 
students aren’t as accurate at identifying their own external 
problem behaviors.

Understand that discrepant raters are OK. Di�erent teachers may 
rate a student's SEB skills di�erently, providing telling insight into 
SEB responses (and appropriate interventions) in di�erent settings. 

The Attribution Bias and Context (ABC) Model attributes discrepant 
data to: 

• Informant attribution: Di�erent people, or raters, have di�erent 
perceptions of behavior.

• Informant perspectives: Di�erent raters (like teachers and students) 
have di�ering opinions of the severity and cause of a problem 
behavior.

• Goal of the assessment process: Teacher and student raters have 
di�ering perceptions of the purpose of SEB screening.
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Pair SEB with Academic Data 
for a Complete Picture of 
Student Performance

The FastBridge assessment solution is the only one that 
includes reliable measures to screen and progress 
monitor students across math, reading, and SEB. This 
combination gives teachers a more complete picture of 
student achievement and the factors a�ecting it so they 
can plan interventions that nurture the whole child.

Learn More
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Using multiple people, including students themselves, to assess students’ social-emotional behavior (SEB) is important, 
but it can result in (seemingly) conflicting evidence. These di�erences should be viewed as signals, rather than noise. 

 PRESCHOOL ELEMENTARY MIDDLE/HIGH

Teacher Secondary Primary Secondary

Parent Primary Secondary Secondary

Student N/A Secondary Primary


